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ASSE /eeks Act
etter from Klamath River Jack and USFS Reply

918 — Letter from Orleans District Ranger Harley to
Klamath NF Supervisor — First 7 Years of Fire

Suppression

1923 — S.B. Show’s “Analytical Study of the First Decade
of Fire Suppression in California” and Review of the
“Light Burning Theory”

1949 — General Inspection of the Six Rivers NF
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USFS Reply to Klamath River Jack

Forest Ranger Jim Casey

\\-\
L p——

. Yoms At the white man prunes his bushes to make ¢
them grow better—that’s true.You say that the Indian
~prunes his wild bushes with fire and fe gets the same
1 results= that's alseltrue. But, Jack, do you want the

g brush to grow so thick?”

“Now the twio Best friends the thlck he’avy brush has got
are sun clgle flre “
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USFS Reply to Klamath River
Jack

+ %Jacks your fire is bad medicine. If that place had been =~

Ieft alt)ne there would be big timber all overitand you ¢
could-ride anywhere and there would be lots of grass on
the ground for deer and cattle” g

,x «_“And Jaek, if yourfacerns are wormy, don’t blame it on
the white man keeping:fire out of the Gountry Anyways,

there are other things that make better flour than

acorns. . s
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1918 Letter from Orleans District Ranger
F.W. Harley to Klamath NF Supervisor Rider

« From 1911-1917 there were 43
fires averaging 5.7 acres

« “[We] are succeeding [at
suppression] to a certain extent,
and the consequence is, at the
present time, there is more thick
underbrush, windfalls and general
humus as a forest cover than
before the service was in effect’.

« “In this district, there is practically
no open range, old residents will
tell you there used to be lots of
open range...”




1918 Ranger Harley Letter cont.

“Cattlemen, Homesteaders, Prospectors,
Hunters, and the “Pure Cussed Class” of
“Renegade Whites and Indians” continue
to light fires. How do we convince them
otherwise?”

Solution 1: Allow burns in certain areas
for grazing, introduce goats, and “in the
pure cussedness class, the only sure
way is to kill them off...”

Solution 2: Hire Mrs. Watkins, a white
missionary, to “travel up and down the
river..., stopping at different Indian
houses, talking to them in regards to their
own welfare, but the principle point to
Impress on them would be the fire
question... My idea is that it be kept a
secret that she was in the employ of the
service. ”




“Fires, even“hght f| do destroy young frees. T
burners themselves admit that fact, for da they na
that as'a result of the flp exclusion policy tree
reproduction has mcreésed |m L&nsely’? by

“Now the public, through-its ms rta erthe Forest S¢
| 'unllke the lumbermen, |s as vrtall“’fl,q;_ resfepll

' present mature stand And it i teflﬁi te mak 'S
the future timber crop;: like anjlo crop, |s,a
(or comp|ete) as can be secured



Essentl lly t e~ pas 'é cq'de of fire protection in .,
Callfornla has been a experlm 2Nt on a tremendc
scale..’

sts. The

“The demands on thgﬁotectlo organlgon [to

mcendlary fires.. vary greatly between f
,"'Klamath for example; shows 2.4 time

“Although in theTbng run ecjudatlcflglglll proba \
venting mcendlarl Sim; tt rm of thesle
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- General Inspection Six Rivers NF |
1949 Cronemlller and Kern

* “Inthree years (1947 1949) there have been 92 fires
averaging 31 acres.”

* “In 1949, there was the most serious outbreak of
Incendiarism in years. The fires were Indian caused-and
concentrated In the Orleans Districts and the Indian
populated “river strip”...”

— - “[We] gave considerable thought and study to the

~ _Incendiary problem. Our conclusion is that it is broader
- and deeper than often conceived...”
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- Cronemiller and Kern
How to Deal with theflndian Incendiary.Problem
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« “These people, though shrewd-in-uncivilized ways;in reality, have \"
«oi’ "~ Simple minds. The have inferigrty complexesiand are moreor less
: ) confirmed in their thinking that the land should be theirs and that N
<4 incendiarism is on way. of retaliation towards the white‘man for AL\
variousicontrols, disciplines and laws.” ‘

Sl e “Law enforcement is, of course, essential but is a much different
QN problemthan that of the white man’s eonception, yetino one seems
‘ able to say what'isproper punishment for an Indian.JOne sheriff
S says arubber hose filled with buckshot is perhaps.the best.”

« “It looks as if we will.have to'live with'this problem a while longer —
until the-area becomes more civilizeda-Pérhaps the burning of
basket grass areas and doe pastures would do the job.”
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One:-Native American practitioner of Forest Service and Indian
relationships remarked that there was a "vast.cavern of ignorance
that existed for many years as to the types of land management
activities that annually were carried on by the Indians—un-noticed
until the Forest Service began to manage more and more of the
land.... My later research indicated that much of the fire [ignitions
were] cultural burning” (Heffner 5-13-97: pers. comm.).




Fast-forward to Present Day
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-~ Proj ts need for
Nolan Colegrove hired a

"+ Six Rlvers NE ur gical
he Restoraﬂ"o " dland restoration
. igr ration nous:Rights:

2s which they have traditionally owned,
herwise used or acquired.”






