
Restoring Fire in the Trinity Alps



Elements of a strategy for restoring fire to the 

Alps

1 Change the rules

2 Make it safer

3 Get support



Three Forest Plans, three sets of standards. 

All appear to allow  fires to burn, butéé

Not  clear if  all Plans allow Rx fires in 

Wilderness

1) Change the rules



Shasta Trinity National Forest Plan

Prepare Fire Management Action Plans that will consider and define the 

circumstances to use in confine, contain, and control suppression strategies.

Use of prescribed fire from planned ignitions to perpetuate natural ecosystems, 

or to protect adjacent resources, may be undertaken only after Washington 

Office  approval.

Trinity Alps specific:

Fire management is prescriptive, allowing wildfire to perform its ecological 

function within defined parameters.

Develop a fire management plan which uses planned and unplanned ignition to 

restore and maintain natural conditions. When implementing this plan, 

maintaining air quality is an over- riding consideration.



1. Until approval of the Forest Fire Management Action Plan 

and the individual Wilderness Fire Management Strategies, 

use ñcontainò and/or ñcontrolò strategies for all wilderness fires.

6. Use prescribed fire to meet at least one of the following 

objectives:

(1) to permit lightning fires to play their natural ecological role 

as nearly as possible:  or

(2) to reduce to an acceptable level the risks and 

consequences of wildfire within wilderness or escaping from 

wilderness.

Six Rivers Forest Plan 



Klamath Forest Plan

All lightning-started fires will be wildland fires managed for resource benefits, 

unless the fire does not meet the goals and objectives . Permit lightning-

caused fires to play their ecological role, as nearly as possible, within the 

wilderness.

Coordinate fire management actions with forests that share management of 

the wildernesses.

Reduce to an acceptable level the risks and consequences of a wildland fire 

within or escaping from the wilderness. 

This will allow fire to return in a more natural role so managers can select 

meteorological and fuel situations for future prescribed natural fire. 

Wilderness fire policy permits the use of management-lighted fires.

Suppression of wildland fire will use appropriate suppression response and 

the Minimum Impact Suppression Techniques as outlined in the Forest-wide 

Fire and Fuels Management Standards and Guidelines.



We can work with these standards.  But 

we need to update them and make 

them consistent when Forest Plans are 

revised.  Why?

WFDSS.



Wildland Fire Decision Support System

(WFDSS)



ÅWFDSS replaced 

WFSA,WFIP and 

LTIP, but we donôt 

care about that.  

What matters to us 

is that WFDSS pre-

loads Land 

Management Plan 

information, 

including standards 

and guidelines, for 

use by fire 

managers.



So a fire boss on the 

Klamath portion of the Alps 

has the following statement 

to consider as they decide 

what to do:

ñAll lightning-started fires 

will be wildland fires 

managed for resource 

benefits, unless the fire 

does not meet the goals 

and objectives . Permit 

lightning-caused fires to 

play their ecological role, as 

nearly as possible, within 

the wilderness.ò



This is critical to the thought process a fire manager 

uses in sizing up a fire.  In the absence of good resource 

information, most fire managers will default to full 

suppression.  

They will often modify that approach when given 

information indicating that full suppression is not 

necessary or even harmful.


